The Bullmastiff

Anyone considering buying a purebred dog should be aware of what that particular breed was developed to do.  Although most are not being used for these jobs anymore, you can assume certain personality traits
 originally required to do this job will still be present in today’s examples of the breed.
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          Breed Origin
The bullmastiff was originally bred to keep watch over large estates and game preserves. They protected them from poachers or intruders, especially at night.  Their nick name was the “game keeper’s night dog”.  They were used to track any intruders and using their strength and agility, pin them on the ground until the land owner came. Once involved in a pursuit, the bullmastiff would never back down.
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                         Breed Characteristics
     The bullmastiff is a very powerful dog BOTH physically and mentally.  Though usually laid back and sweet natured they can take on a more serious tone if they feel their family or property is threatened by man or beast. Shyness or aggression is not an acceptable trait in this breed.

      Early socialization and training are essential in achieving a good natured bullmastiff. With these commitments, a bullmastiff can be enjoyed as a true member of the family. A buyer should prepare to spend a lot of time in the first year of a bullmastiff’s life (starting very early) participating in training classes and socializing them to animals, different environments, as well as all types of people.  

     It is essential that an owner of a bullmastiff is firm, fair and loving. You also need to be prepared to be fully in charge of a dog that can sometimes be strong willed. Bullmastiffs are very attached to their family and friends and should be kept in the home with their family, not alone in a backyard.
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Exercise & Health
     This breed is only moderately active and a walk around the block or romp in a FENCED yard is usually sufficient.  Because of their guarding background this breed should never be tied up or let to run free in a yard that is not fenced. They are just happy enough to “hang out” with their family.

     Like most large breeds hip and joint problems are common, as well as eyelid abnormalities, skin problems and bloat. The lifespan is about 8-10 years.

     There is not much grooming required except to keep their nails short and ears clean.

Please educate yourself before you purchase or adopt a bullmastiff!!!
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udxrottie@aol.com
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Books/websites

Jack Shastid and Geraldine Roach, The Bullmastiff, Peerless Protector
Lynn Pratt, Bullmastiffs Today
Michele Lowell, Your Purebred Puppy Buyers Guide
www.bullmastiff.us
www.bullmastiffrescue.com
